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Mr.  Chairman  & Members  of  the 

Crediton  Urban  District  Council. 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  for  1961. 

The  Council's  water  undertaking  again  proved 
reliable  with  action  taken  to  overcome  complaints  of  loss  of 
pressure  in  two  cases.  The  sewerage  system  improvements  however 
tend  to  drag  on  and  another  year  has  passed  with  no  construction 
works  started. 

Mr.  Blake  has  completed  part  of  the  report  which 
again  has  been  produced  by  Mrs.  Gill. 


I am,  Madam  & Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


N.P.  SAV7ERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 


1 . STATISTICS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  

0 • 9 O O 0 0 0 0 

• a • 1 , 096 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population 

4,410 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at 
according  to  the  rate  bock 

the  end  of  19^1 

• ••  •••  ••• 

0 

• 

*0  • 

cxx 

00c 

Rateable  Value  

• 0 0 0 0 0 0 

...  £61,737 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  . 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

£250 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

39 

41 

80 

Births  illegitimate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  14*51 
Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  ‘^2*93 
Live  Birth  rate  for  England  & Wales  in  19^1  17*4 


one 


(b)  Still  Births. 

There  were  2 still  births  in  I96I . 

(c)  Deaths. 

(a)  Death  Rate. 

Male  Female  Total 

21  24  45 

Average  age  of  death  72  years. 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  11.11 
Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  8.89 

(b) .  Deaths  from  puerperal  causes-  Mil. 

(c)  Infantile  Mortality. 

(Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) . 

Nil 


(d)  Causes  of  death  as  follows? 

Males 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Cardio  Vascular 

9 

17 

26 

Respiratory  Pneumonia  etc. 

2 

1 

3 

Gastric  & Duodenal  Ulcers 

1 

1 

2 

Renal  System 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetis 

2 

- 

2 

Accident 

2 

2 

4 

CANCER 

Oesophagus 

** 

1 

1 

Bowel 

1 

1 

2 

Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Pancreas 

1 

- 

1 

Lung 

1 

- 

1 

21 

24 

45 

two 


(e)  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


Measles 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever 

Nil 

Diarrhoea 

Nil 

SECTION 

B 

PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH 

SERVICES. 

a Nvirsing  Service. 

A resident  District  Nurse  employed  hy  the 
Devon  County  Coxincil  adequately  provides  this  service. 

b.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Youn^  Children. 

These  are  visited  at  home  by  2 Devon  County 

Council  Health  Visitors^  the  second  of  which  was  allocated  to  the 
area  in  October. 

c.  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Services. 


This  District  Nurse  Midwife  working  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Practitioners  provide  the 
basis  for* ante-natal  care,  confinement  and  post  natal 
care.  In  addition  Home  Helps  are  provided  by  the  Devon 
County  Co\ncil  in  appropriate  cases. 

In  cases  where  home  conditions  are  unsuitable 
confinement  arrangements  are  made  for  the  mother  to  go  to 
Redhills  Hospital,  Exeter.  , 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity  Clinics  are  held 
at  Newcombes  weekly  and  during  I961  attendances  were  as 
followss- 

Mothers  Children  Toiial . 

1696  2128  3824 


three 


r • 


The  children  were  as  follows? - 
Infants  Toddlers  Children 

99?  1136  2128 

Vaccinations,  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis 
imm\inisations  are  available  at  this  Clinic  but  a fuller 
use  could  be  made  of  the  service. 

d.  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases. 

There  are  no  centres  in  Crediton  for  these 
diseases.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  at  Ivybank,  Exeter  and  he  then  decides  whether  they 
are  nursed  at  home  or  sent  to  Hawkmoor  Sanatorium. 

e.  Infectious  Diseases. 


These  are  nursed  at  home  and  if  the  Doctor  in 
attendance  considers  they  should  be  transferred  to 
hospital  they  are  removed  to  Y/hipton  Isolation  Hospital. 

f.  /ambulances. 


The  Devon  Coxonty  Council  control  the  ambulance 
service  and  at  present  one  ambulance  is  stationed  in 
Crediton  and  run  by  the  Crediton  Branch  of  the  Red  Cross. 

g.  Laboratory  Viforks. 

All  laboratory  examinations  required  are 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at 
Exeter. 
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SECTION  C 


4.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES, 
a.  Sewerage. 


In  April  the  Council  received  from  their 
Consulting  Engineers  the  revised  scheme  for  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal. 


The  Consultants  stated  that  a great  deal 
of.  additional  work  was  now  necessary  because  of  increased 
flow.  Dry  weather  flow  gaugings  taken  at  Lords  Meadow  now 
show  the  flow  to  be  almost  double  that  in  1953 <• 

The  scheme  as  now  submitted  is  estimated 
to  cost  £235 >400  and  is  designed  to  deal  with  a flow  of 
400,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  amended  scheme  has  now  received  the 
approval  of  t.he  Devon  County  Council,  Devon  River  Board 
and  the  Planning  Authority  but  no  approval  has  yet  been 
received  fro.m  the  Ministry  who  require  additional 
information. 


Meanwhile  the  present  disposal 
arrangements  become  more  and  more  unsatisfactory  and 
despite  efforts  of  the  staff  the  samples  taken  from  the 
River  Creedy  become  worse. 

The  main  sev^er  was  extended  in  Searle 
Street  and  this  will  provide  for  the  drainage  from 
Okefield  Estate. 


Threshers  Pumping  Station  has 
functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

b.  Water 


Water  consumption  continues  to  rise 
but  the  sources  again  proved  adequate  and  no  restrictions 
were  introduced. 


five 


The  two  main  sources,  Uton  & Walson  produced  the 
following  amounts  and  Newcomhes  Borehole  was  also  used  on 
occasions s- 


Uton  Borehole 
Walson  Adit 
Newcomhes  Borehole 


38,520,300  galso 
39,758,800  gals. 
8,556,480  gals. 

86,835,580 


Metered  supplies  rose  sharply  dxaring  the  year  and 
amounted  to  24,380,240  or  about  66,800  gals,  per  day.  The  maximum 
supply  week  was  26th  J\jne  - 2nd  July  when  300,500  g.p.d.  were 
supplied  an  increase  of  2,500  g.p.d.  over  the  maximum  in  I96O. 

The  average  daily  consumption  was  237,900  gals. 


During  the  year  43  samples  were  taken,  results  of 
which  weres- 


Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Uton 

22 

21 

1 

Walson 

21 

20 

1 

Totals 

43 

41 

2 

As  a result  of  investigation  of  these  two  unsatisfactory 
samples  it  was  found  that  in  the  Uton  case,  the  tap  from  which  the 
sample  was  taken  did  not  in  fact  come  direct  off  the  main  but 
through  a storage  tank  which  needed  cleaning.  In  the  case  of  the 
Walson  unsatisfactory  sample  investigation  failed  to  produce  a 
valid  reason. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  sampling  points  had  been  installed 
which  would  allow  for  raw  water  to  be  sampled  before  treatment 
and  analysis  results  will  be  available  in  I962. 

Only  four  houses  are  not  supplied  with  mains  water 
and  these  contain  13  residents.  It  would  be  seen  therefore  that 
99*7^  of  the  population  have  mains  water  and  of  the  I488  houses 
only  2^  or  5^  depend  on  standpipes  outside. 
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c.  Public  Conveniences. 


The  Council's  Public  Conveniences  are  adequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  town  although  on  Saturday  mornings 
during  the  holiday  period  an  additional  convenience  would 
help  to  relieve  the  congestion. 

d.  Refuse  Collection. 


House  and  trade  refuse  collections  proceeded 
satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  it  is  duo  to  workmen 
of  good  standard  that  very  few  complaints  regarding 
the  service  are  received. 

Plenty  of  coverirjg  material  was  available 
dioring  the  year  and  so  the  high  face  of  the  tip  could  be 
kept  in  reasonable  condition  but  efforts  should  be  made 
to  provide  access  to  the  lower  part  of  the  tip  to  start 
proper  controlled  tipping. 

No  complaints  regarding  the  tip  were  received 
during  the  year. 

e.  Rodent  Control. 


With  this  service  requiring  part-time  only 
of  employees  general  duties  difficulties  are  brought 
about  due  to  change  of  staff  and  frequently  as  soon  as 
a man  is  trained  he  has  to  be  promoted  to  other  duties. 


However  the  service  was  maintained  and  during 
the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  outs- 


Properties. 

No. 

Hours. 

Visits 

Private 

50 

40 

78 

Business 

18 

14 

26 

Council 

5 

6 

5 

In  addition  to  the  Council  service  a private 
operator  works  in  the  district. 
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f.  Flooding. 


The  floods  of  I96O  resulted  in  numerous 
claims  for  help  from  the  Flood  Relief  Funds  and  dirring 
the  investigations  the  truo  picture  of  damage  came  to 
light. 


Although  many  houses  on  first  inspection 
after  the  flood  seemed  to  have  very  little  damage, 
inspections  some  four  to  six  months  later  showed  large 
areas  of  defective  plaster  and  defective  floor  Joists 
and  hoards. 


By  the  end  of  the  year  the  majority  of 
these  defects  had  been  rectified  and  the  houses  put  in 
a reasonable  state  of  repair. 

g.  Sanitary  Inspections. 

(a)  f^ummaxy  of  Visits. 

Council  properties  143 


Private  Houses  144 
Food  Premises  52 
Slaughterhouse  146 
Other  premises  156 


(b)  Rotices  Served. 


Housing  Acts. 

Time  &nPlace  Notices  4 properties 

Undertakings  not  to 

re-let  4 properties 

Public  Health  Acts  Nil 

Informal  Notices  2 
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SECTION  D 


5.  HOUSING 


General  HousinjO;. 


IXrring  the  year  the  Council  completed  siz 
one  hedroomed  flats  at  Church  Street. 

Private  housing  slowed  down  again  during  the 
year  and  12  houses  were  completed.  These  consisted  of  5 
three  hedroomed  houses,  5 "two  hedroomed  houses  and  2 three 
hedroomed  flats. 

The  Council  adopted  the  Bowden  Hill 
Hedevelopment  scheme  which  will  secure  the  demolition  of 
several  suh-standard  houses. 

Slum  Clearance. 

The  two  houses  in  clearance  areas  v/hich 
were  occupied  at  the  end  of  i960  remained  in  occupation 
dxiring  I96I.  Both  are  occupied  hy  persons  who  are  difficult 
to  rehouse. 


Birring  the  year  the  following  houses  were 

demolishedg- 

No.  6 (Gregory’s  Court)  Clearance  Area  5 houses 

No.  20  (St.  Lawrence  Terrace)  Clearance  Area  11  houses 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  16  Clearance 
Areas  at  31st  Becemher,  I96I  is  as  followss- 

No.  of  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  87 

No.  still  occupied  2 

No.  demolished  60 

In  addition  3 unfit  local  authority  owned 
houses  at  Park  Street  were  demolished. 
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Housing  Iiist. 


The  position  at  the  end  of  I96I  wass- 

No.  on  Council  Y/aiting  List  already  resident 

in  the  Urban  District.  89 

No.  on  Council  Waiting  List  wanting  to  move 

into  the  District.  27 

m + T 

Total 


Accomoodation  required  by  these  families  iss- 


One  Bedroom 

55 

Two  Bedrooms 

25 

Three  Bedrooms 

36 

Building  Byelaws. 

The  following  inspections  were  made  to  enforce 
the  Coimcil's  Building  Byelaws  s- 


Foundations 

28 

Oversite  concrete 

7 

Damp-proof  course 

15 

Drains 

29 

Routine 

89 

Completion 

42 

Improvement  Grants. 

No  applications  were  received  for  Discretionary 
Grants  but  5 applications  were  received  for  Standard  Grants. 

During  the  year  6 properties  were  improved 
resulting  in  6 baths,  5 wash-hand  basins,  6 hot  water  supplies, 
4 W.C.'s  and  6 larders  being  installed  and  £798  being  paid 
in  grants. 

Housing  Subsidies  Act,  1956. 

The  inspections  required  under  the  Act  were 
carried  out  and  5 families  were  rehoused. 
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Caravan  Sites 


After  receiving  applications  under  the  new 
Act  the  Council  decided  that  Glencreedy  should  he  licensed 
for  3 caravans  and  High  Street  should  he  discontinued. 

Appeal  was  made  to  the  Ministry  regarding 
High  Street  and  to  date  no  decision  has  been  made. 


Rent  Act,  1957 » 


Two  applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair 
were  received  hut  in  each  case  the  landlord  carried  out  the 
necessary  work. 


One  existing  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was 
cancelled  after  the  owner  carried  out  the  work  required. 


SECTION  E 


6.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 


During  the  year  the  following  food  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  for  condemnation i- 

12  tins  meat(various) 

36  tins  fruit  (various) 

5 pkts.  cake  mixture. 

1 jar  beetroot 
1 jar  lemon  curd 
3 Christmas  puddings. 

, 91h.  14oz.  roast  pork. 
lOlhs  cooked  shoulder. 


Ice  Cream. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  21  premises  were  registered. 

27  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  ' 
submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  with  the  following  results s- 

Grade  I 25 

Grade  II  1 

Grade  III  1 
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Food  H7/~fiiene  Rej^ulations. 


Reasnn  able  attempts  have  now  been  made 
by  the  traders  of  the  town  to  bring  their  premises  up  to 
the  standard  required  by  the  Act. 


Slaughter  of  Animals. 

As  the  district  was  in  a standstill  area 
after  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  there  were  two 
months,  Marsh  and  August  when  practically  no  slaughtering 
was  done. 

The  following  carcases  and  offal  were 

inspected. 


1961 

i960 

1959 

Cattle 

236 

277 

239 

Calves 

7 

5 

- 

Sheep 

707 

607 

390 

Pigs 

409 

509 

415 

Again  the  standard  of  animals  slaughtered 
was  extremely  high  and  very  little  condemnation  of  meat  was 
necessary.  The  following  was  condemned. 

4 Bovine  livers  (flxices) 

5 Sets.  Pigs  lings  (pneumonia) 

1 Pig’s  Head  (T.B.) 

SECTION  P 

7.  FACTORIES. 


There  were  no  alterations  to  the  number  of 
factories  on  the  Register  during  I96I  which  remained  at  46. 

41  inspections  were  made  of  Factories  during  the 

year . 


twelve 


Outworkers  lists  were  supplied  in  August  by- 
two  firms  and  details  ares- 

Light  Textiles  20 

Flare  Parachutes  1 

Only  two  of  these  outworkers  resided  in  the 
Urban  District. 

One  additional  outworker  altering  shoes  was 
notified  by  another  authority. 


SECTION  G 

8.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notified  Infectious  Diseases. 


notified. 


No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
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Appendix  1 


CarcaBBB  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned* 

In  Whole  crc'in  Part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed 

236 

Nil 

7 

707 

409 

Nil 

Number  Inspected 

236 

Nil 

7 

707 

409 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci. 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

1.69 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1.22 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.24 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treahnent  by  refrigeration 

» 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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